
find evidence that desperate people at '

the,early American colony ATE IHEH DEAO

a inlllnifl.iilar , n ,, .
scielltisfltho srldiEs .
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o ili*iiriiit InJ, arerrn in
Eurcpe around the 16th
centu3 for unexplorgd
North and South America
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shortage wa6-and how desperate

some People became.

But there was to proof until
iecendy, when archaeologists
excavatir€ the remains of
Jamestown'g old fon found a

hulian skull and leg bone in a
trash pit. scientists believe that
they belonged to a girl of about 14,

whol! they've Damed Jane.

And what cau6ed the hack
marks on Jane's bones? Owsley, an

ait[r?bAdglst at the smithsodar
IDstit{rtion who exarDlDed the
remains, was pEtty sr,le. "It's clear

that this body was drsmembered
for consumption," he said.

ln the Wildcrnese
Itr April 1507, about 105 EryIish

settlers sent by the virginia
company of London sailed itrto the
cherapeale Bay. Up a dver'they
called the James they built a sErall

fort they also named lor Englanil's

King JaEes I. Jamestown fsee rnap,
p. i2J was to be thei! foothold in a
bE section of the New w;iii that
Entland claimed as "VirgiBia.'

The setders, however, had no

idea how to live in the wildemess.

fiBt, they built their fo( near
a ma$h, which was a sourae

of inlectious dfueases. Worse,

there were very few colonists
who could do the buildir8,
plaDdnS, and huntiilS leeded
to keep a settlernent going. And
most of Jamestown's leadeF-
who describ€d themdelves ag

"gendeme["-thought they were

above luch physical labor.

scomtuly. "tThey] would tather
their harvests before they have
planted their com."

Itrstead of concenhatint on
planting, the colonists southl to
buy food ftom loc, Indians-
e6Deoally the area's most powerful
chief, Powhata!. "Powhatan r rag

uncenain about the intentions of
die colonists," says historian David
A. Price. Hoq; loD€ did these whife
people plin to stay? But he did
agree to provide food to them-
at filst. "He hoped that he could

continaed on p, 72+

lih. l.collollid
houJrx rtsx i.Y.
L.*.d (rrt, iollr'.
.hllfomdh.l]rvr
llt ri.c|..lort. _
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This attitude
dmve lhe colony's
most able Ieader
crazy. Captain .

Joho Smith

coldier and

adventuler-a
man of action.
The Emtlaim
who mosdy
made the decisions
about Jam$town
expected "to get th€
fruits of other men'B

laboE," he later wrote



Eaile with them for their weaPons

alrd metal tools, and that he could

make an allialce with theE against

other hibes," Pdc! tells Js.

The colony relied on JohD smith

to deal with the Foud and cralty

Powhatan. The captaiD and the

chief respeded ard {eared each

other. "Smiih dade the colonistt

appear sEonEeI militarily thall they

actually were," Price says.

Smith iD tum depeuded on

the ftiefldslup and suPport of

Powhatan's daughter Pocaho'ntas,

about 11 at the tim€. The

heroine of one of the

mo3t famous legends

ilr AEerican
hirtory fsee

sidfi,d,r), the
IEatran princess

iepeatedly

brought gifts of

food to the had_
put settlers. Her aid

helDed get JaEestown'

throl18h two hard winte$' NeLv

arivah from EDgland helPed the-' 
colory to grow.

Bqt bY SepteBber 1609, Smith

was fed uP with both Powhatan

aDd th€ Sender@. After he

was seveiely burued when his

grripowder bat accidentaly caught

fite, he went back to Englend.

Now another winter approached.

With Smith tone, PocahoBtas

tumed her back on the setdement,

Jamesto{rn vla6 truly uP a cleek .

. without a Paddle.

The StawinB Timo
The.colorly's Ptesident' Geoqe

Percy, loew they weie iu touble.

Fot1rteen neb had been lard to

catch fish, but "the &lonists had

careles$Iy allowed therD to rot

in the \trater," Price says. "P€rcY

dead

had not set aside food for

tlie ri.inter. Irbtead, he had

couried on the Vi4inia ComPanY

to seDd a suDPIY." But week after

week pa$6ed'rith no stn of aid

frord EnSland.

"Most idPortant," says Price,

"the dePadure oI John Smith led

Chiel ?owhatan to condude tbat

prick of lru[8er,3 PercY wrole.

People b€&n d,'rn8 ir alamint
numbers. Frightened settleN ate

their horses, then do8! ard cats

rrnd rats, thbn their shoe leather.

. .Aod thent Some resoned to
-thin$ which sdero incredible,

up the blood which hath fallm
ftom their weak fellows."

It got worse. According to

Percy, orc man even I'jlled
his wile in her sleep

and "salted her Ior
his food."

he had rrothillg to fear ftom /
.rrttine off the colorists' food I
suppli.'ly now, Powhatan I
wanted the settlers Eone
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Jamitown, }jlliil8
alyone who

rtepped outside

the fort.
srwivors late!

cried that whter
the Slarving Tjme.

"Now all of us at

Jatnes Towne beSan

to fe€I that sharp

Jamestown was

neady wiped out.

But in May 1610, two
a ships from EDgland

ltriEaoft ltirln
fiJ.n tbrn Lr.aull
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finally arrived, months late.

The new arrivals discovered

60 living skeletons in lhe iort.
They were all that was left of the

500 people who had started the

victims of the
Starving

I

"\ilhat Would I Do?"
Jame;town rvent on to survive

and even thrive. The settler John

Rolfe f]ater Pocahontas's husband)

irtroduced tobacco as a cash

crop, which brought prosperity to

the colony. In 1619, Jameslown

became the site oi the Virginia
General Assembly-the first
representative lawmaking body
in the W$lern Hemisphere- That
same year, ihe first black slaves

in North Ameica were brought to
lameslowr from Africa.

Today, as the old fort continues

to be excavated, bistorians expect

to leam more about Jameslown,
and that addirional
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Time will
be found.

Proving that
they were

be e.sy. thouSh.

"The other lbodies] niSht not
have had the skeletal injuries thal
enabled the archaeologists to

show that .Iane was cannibalized,"

Pri€e says.

ls leaming about can balism
400 yearu ago rclevant to us?

william Kelso, the chief archae-

ologist at Jamestown, believes so.

As he told The WdsidnSton Posl:
''People will be able to empathize

wjth ihe time and history and think
to themselves. as l dor what would
I do to stay alive?"

-Bryon Brown

What mistakes
bgthe

settlers led to
theStalving
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